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CONGREGATION 
OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical. 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 


The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov- 
erty, mortification and labor. 


7. *+ * # 


The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 
to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through— 


North Africa: Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 
Mountains, Sahara. 


West Africa: The Gold Coast. French 
West Africa 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia. Belgian Congo, 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 
White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


Three Masses are said monthly for the living 
and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of self 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 
daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 
kindly notify us immediately of a change of 
address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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ON TO AFRICA 


“Magnificat” is the cry of joy as it is an- 
nounced to us, that all necessary docu- 
ments have arrived in due time for us to 
sail aboard the “Quanza,"" a Portuguese 
boat. 


May 22nd 


During Mass, we do not neglect to in- 
voke consecutively: Mary Star of the Sea, 
St. Joseph, the Archangel Raphael and 
our Guardian Angels to implore their 
guidance for the voyage, we. are about 
to undertake. Mass being over the Sis- 
ters of Mercy invite us to the parlor for 
short but most cordial adieus. Reverend 
Father Plimmer, who celebrated the Holy 
Sacrifice, is there also, as we enter he 
tells us, “If I only could, I would leave 
with you.” Before leaving, Father blessed 
us. We're sure that His blessing and 
everybody's prayers will accompany us 
throughout the voyage... and not only 
then, but even later on in our apostolic 
labors. 


Two cars take us to Philadelphia. After 
* Miss Antoinette Strug, Detroit, Mich. 


By Sister M. Noelita * 


some struggle and uneasiness with the 
papers, we recover our usual calm. The 
officers are very nice. They not only al- 
low Mother Loretta to go on the boat with 
us, but even to descend into our cabins. 
God bless them for that. We are told 
that the ‘‘Quanza,”" our Portuguese boat, 
will be leaving the banks of the Delaware 
River at midnight. 


May 23rd 


Although somewhat blurred, -neverthe- 
less, from the distance, a patch of land 
could still be perceived here and there. 
After breakfast, however, the shore is be- 
ginning to disappear slowly but surely 
from our sight. Good-bye, America Good- 
bye. And Thou dear “Stars and Stripes’’ 
will ever remain proudly waving in my 
heart. 


May 24th 


God continues to spoil us even here on 
the boat. We are fortunate enough to 
have daily Mass and Communion. Rev- 


(Please turn to page 4]) 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mother Mary, second Superior of our Con- 
vent at Metuchen, has gone to her eternal 
reward on September 4, 1945, in the thirty- 
sixth year of her religious profession. 

Mother’s life may be called a colorful 
and varied one. As a young missionary she 
worked among the Arabs of Algeria and the 
Sahara. Afterward she was assigned to do 
promotion work first in France, then in 
Canada, later on in the United States, where 
she was a pioneer of the Metuchen founda- 
tion, and finally in England, where she 
opened a new Convent of the White Sisters 
at Liverpool, a few short months before the 
outbreak of World War Il. It is there that 
worn out by hardships and privations “Sister 
Sickness” overtook her. 


In your prayers please remember Mother 
Mary. 


Left to right— Mother Mary, Jersey City 
Guild Members and Mother Loretta. 
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Light and Darkness wy sister m adcistin 


LTHOUGH I AM on my way to the 

“Black Babies” of Uganda, that “El 

“Dorado” of all our Missions, and in 
spite of my eagerness to get to work out 
there, I am glad to have been able to 
halt for a month at our Mother-House 
and to have some first-hand glimpse of 
native life in North Africa. 


It seems to me that Uganda and Al- 
geria, taken as types of two very differ- 
ent sorts of Mission-fields, would form a 
sharp study in contrasts. Uganda, with 
its teeming Negro tribes, crowding out the 
Churches which are too small to hold 
them and stretching out their arms to wel- 
come the light of Truth; Algeria, with its 
mosques and minarets and noisy Koranic 
schools, snugly ensconced in a Moham- 
medanism which, if less fanatical than in 
the days of the “Holy War,” at least ex- 
cludes all doubt as to its God-given origin 
and all interest in the religion of the 
Christians. Uganda, where the Gospel of 
Our Lord is preached, one might say, 
from the house-tops and every Easter and 
Pentecost thousands of white-clad Blacks 
receive the Sacrament of Baptism of which 
their spotless garment is but the symbol; 
Algeria, where the mere mention of Bap- 
tism is to be avoided. Of Uganda, more 
another time. Today let me tell you a 
little of what I noticed during that very 
busy month. The first thing that struck 
me was the extreme poverty of many of 
the Arabs, and their very low standard 
of living,—in many cases, the minimum 
on which a human being can exist. Here, 
as everywhere else, the winter has been 
exceptionally cold. 


In the city itself, I heard of some home- 
less families who, in normal Algerian 
weather, would find a vagabond, mendi- 
cant life quite to their taste, huddling to- 
gether, night and day, in an unfinished 
tenement, with neither windows nor doors 
to keep out the piercing cold. Add to 
this the fact that most of them are under- 
nourished and too scantily clad for even 
a normal winter. Thanks to the kindness 
of some unknown American benefactors, 
our Sisters, by dint of hard work and mar- 
vels of economy, have managed to pro- 
vide warm overcoats or cloaks for a good 
many of the children—a sure way to win 
the hearts of the parents as well as of 
the little ones. 
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I made some interesting visits to the 
Kasbah—the really Arab quarter of Al- 
giers, where 90,000 souls live in conditions 
which recalled to me descriptions I had 
read of London before the Great Fire. 
Turning aside from the broad roads and 
fashionable shops of the twentieth cen- 
tury town, we climb the steep, narrow, 
unpaved streets that flank the side of the 
hill on which the city is built. There, in 
their “shops,” which are sometimes noth- 
ing more than small caverns hewn out of 
the rocky slope, merchants noisily display 
their wares. Tailors, cobblers, potters and 
craftsmen of every kind are to be seen 
busily at work, and many an article is 
on sale that you would seek in vain out- 
side the Kasbah. It is hard to imagine 
how one could have made one’s way 
along these streets before the war, for 
even now, when food is so scarce, they 
are thronged with busy shoppers—for the 
most part women and girls, each com- 
pletely enveloped, except for a pair of 
bright eyes, in a long white “haik.” 


The principal thoroughfares of the Kas- 
bah are criss-crossed with a confusing 
network of alleys many of them not more 
than a couple of yards wide. Sanitary 
arrangements are most rudimentary and 
light and air are excluded by the upper 
stories of the houses which jut out over 
the lower so as, in some cases, literally 
to touch the house opposite. 


One enters without knocking, for the 
White Sisters are welcomed everywhere 
by the Arabs (sharp contrast with those 
of other Moslem countries, like Egypt). 
You find yourself in a small inner court 
or “patio,” which, luckily, is open to the 
light of day. All the rooms open onto 
the patio or, for the higher stories, on to 
the galleries that surround it. To reach 
these, is to the uninitiated, no mean 
achievement for not only does darkness 
reign supreme on the staircase, but the 
spiral stairs are steep and narrow and 
strewn, as a rule, with orange peels and 
other rubbish. Finally emerging blink- 
ingly into day light, one is greeted by 
curious eyes peeping from behind the 
curtains that fill the doorways round the 
gallery. Sometimes, I was most surprised, 
on passing behind the curtain, to find a 
wealth of carpets and furniture, Arab and 
European that amount almost to luxury. 
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That, of course, is the exception, but the 
majority of these homes of one or two 
small rooms, even the poor ones boast of 
a high Arab bed under which swings the 
baby’s cradle, a sideboard holding a cof- 
fee service of small glasses on a round 
tray and sometimes a wardrobe with a 
mirror to it. Nor is any Arab home com- 
plete without its “kanoun,” a round earth- 
enware vessel on three feet to hold the 
wood-fire which cooks and heats and is 
the centre of the family circle. Round it 
they crouch in the daytime and, at night, 
as a rule the bed is left unoccupied, 
while the whole family stretch themselves 
round the glowing embers, on the floor. 
Sometimes chairs, which have been used 
for everything but for sitting on, are pro- 
duced for the visitors, but when the Sis- 
ters squat down Arabwise on cushion or 
on rug, the delight of their hosts knows 
no bounds. 


The poor condition of the vast majority 
of Arabs is much aggravated by the high 
cost of living and the food problems pe- 
culiar to French North Africa. They are 
acute. Bread is rationed to about three thick 
slices a day per adult. No one except 
babies and old people are entitled to any 
milk at all and even for them the allow- 


_ ance is inadequate, so that many a mother 


is obliged to choose between paying 
twenty-five or thirty cents for an extra tin 
of milk or seeing her baby underfed. 
Such are the deplorable effects of a Black 
Market that has developed beyond all 
control. 


We have seen a little of what the White 
Sisters do to meet the crying needs of the 
times. Of course, there are dispensaries, 
and clinics too, without which no Mission 
is complete, but one peculiarly war-time 
activity is the distribution to the poorest 
of the poor of food-stuffs entrusted to the 
White Sisters by the Government. Every 
day supplementary rations of bread and 
whatever vegetables are most plentiful 
are distributed to hundreds of hungry- 
looking Arabs whose names are recorded 
in a huge register. We were told that 
these were specially deserving cases. In 
the same Convent there is also a ‘’Can- 
teen’ where hot meals are given every 
midday, free of charge, being prepared 
from what is left after the morning's dis- 
tribution. 


Whenever possible the White Sisters 
help the women and girls to swell the 
family income by their work. Hundreds 
of women are given work:— spinning and 


preparing wool, knitting, embroidery, lace- 
making, to take away to their homes, 
while the work done in schools and work- 
rooms by the girls, is sold for their bene- 
fit as soon as it is good enough. 


It is not surprising then that these poor 
girls and women love the Sisters who 
take so motherly an interest in their wel- 
fare, and that the menfolk too, who fifty 
years ago, were suspicious and distrust- 
ing of their influence, if not hostile to it, 
should show them the greatest good-will 
and respect and count it an honor to re- 
ceive them in their homes. 


May the day be not too far removed 
when the dream of our Founder Cardinal 
Lavigerie, will come true and the Moslem 
peoples of Africa, will turn as a body to 
the light of the true Faith. 


OBITUARY 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. Maffei, Worcester, Mass. 

Reverend J. Dardenne, L. Blondeau, R. Paynaert, 
J. Broos; 

Brothers M. Prost and Giaux, Scholastics; 

Brothers Colomban, Charles Xavier, Jean-Pierre; 
all members of the Society of the White Fathers; 
also nine Philosophers and sixteen minor Seminar- 
ists killed in action at various dates. 

Mother Marie Arsene, W.S., Beauport, P.Q., Canada 

Sister M. St. Christophe, W.S., Mangou Kenya 

Mother M. Antoinette, S.S.J., Nazareth, Mich. 

Mr. E. Slattery, Metuchen, N. J., U. S. Army 

Mr. Wm. Halperin, Jersey City, N. J., U. S. Army 

Mr. J. Madden, Jersey City, N. J. 

Mr. A. Seger, Jersey City, N. J. 

Mr. J. Fleming, Jamaica, N. Y. 
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France, on August 21st. 


THE MISSIONS 


A group of eleven more Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa has embarked from New York for Africa via Marseilles, 


Thirty-two “White Sisters” ha 
Africa since June 1944. Please ji 
more laborers for the Lord’s Afri 


MISSION SUNDAY 


at Kabgaye, Rwanda 


HE PRECEDING SUNDAY Father Su- 
perior made the announcement from 
the pulpit: ‘Next Sunday is the Pope’s 

day. Throughout the world Catholics will 
bring him an offering and you, his chil- 
dren of Rwanda, will you refuse him 
yours? You are poor, I know, but if each 
one brings but a penny, even that is al- 
ready something. Your offering will be 
sent to Rome and the Holy Father will be 
pleased with you.” He continued to ex- 
plain the purpose of this day—to spread 
the reign of Christ which they would be 
able to help by their contributions. 


During the week there was much ex- 
plaining to do. Perhaps the younger girls 
understood in Catechism Class but not 
the older women. “Look grandma,” they 
would be asked, ‘when must you bring 
your offering?” ‘To-morrow at Cate- 
chism,"’ would be the answer. The ex- 
planation had to be given all over again. 


At school it was not difficult to under- 
stand but where would they get the 
penny? During the manual work six 
hundred little Negroes made their way 
to the brick yards. There was much 
talking and laughing as they worked, 
without dreaming of fatigue—they were 
working for the Pope. All week, though 
eager for their games and liberty, they 
persevered at their task. On the eve of 
the great day they received their pay, 
one hundred and sixty francs. They could 
not imagine such a sum. How happy the 
Pope would be, they thought, and the 
little darlings believed they could see the 
Pope smile and bless them. 


Who would be able to tell of the numer- 
ous acts of generosity performed in an- 


Prepare Now For 


A TESTIMONIAL OF SATISFACTIC 


(Addressed to the Reverend Mother Superior General 
at their Motherhouse in Algiers, Algeria.) 


Me 
Reverend Mother, 


During a private audience which His Holiness Po 
His Holiness was deeply touched by the devotion with wh 
in the work of the Vatican Information Service for Prisor 


As a proof of his satisfaction, the Holy Father ha 
autographed signature, confided to me for you, my dear R 


I am happy, dear Reverend Mother, to forward to 
Father and on this occasion to express to you also my d 


iF 


i 


swer to the appeal from the Holy Father? 
Only God who could see them knows and 
the angels of Rwanda who counted them. 

What generosity is hidden under the 
rough exterior of our Negroes. For a half 
day, under a burning sun, a ten-year-old 
child carried bricks. Two others walked 
several hours, bent under the weight of 
baskets of potatoes, which they wanted 
to sell so that they too would have some- 
thing to give. There were many other 
such instances. 

The day came, bells and drums are 
heard just like on big feast days. Is it 
not a miracle of Christian charity, this 
day for the Missions in the Mission itself? 
a very poor helping needier than them- 
selves. 


They measure the value of their gift in 


MISSION SUNDAY 
Prayer - Almsgiving - F 
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NS MARCH ON wor 


sisters” have sailed from our shores to 
Please join your prayers to ours for 
ord’s African vineyard. 


In Bayonne, France, birthplace of our venerable Founder. 
all the monument-statues have been thrown down during the 
war except ... that of His Eminence Cardinal Lavigerie. 


to count the pennies of the Kabgaye Chris- 
tians. The collection totalled four thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty francs. 


ISFACTION FROM THE HOLY FATHER 


- General of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
ia.) 


* * * 


Maison Carree, Algeria, May 15, 1945. Teheve, Tengeneiin 


We have been obliged to build a new 
refuge and orphanage this year as the 
old dormitories were unsafe and not big 
enough, the new building is about fin- 
ished and soon we shall be able to 
move in. 


‘oliness Pope Pius XII deigned to grant me on January 25th, 
om with which you kindly answered our plea for collaboration 
for Prisoners of War. ; 


Father had the two enclosed pictures, bearing his photo and 
my dear Reverend Mother. a 

It is very hard to get medicines now, 
and the dispensaries of all the Missions 
are suffering very much. At least I do 
not know about the other Vicariates but 
in the Tabora Vicariate I know it is so, 
for we are always receiving appealing 
letters from different posts out in the bush. 


forward to you this token of paternal benevolence from our Holy 
also my deep gratitude. 
{Pigned: P. R. RUMMELHARDT, 


. Director Vatican Information Service 
(North African Section) 


proportion to the sacrifices they made to 
be able to give it. They dream of their 
pagan brothers who will be converted, 
the seminaries, novitiates, schools and 
churches which will be multiplied. And 
thinking of these big things they come 
from all directions to the church. 


No one forgot their precious piece of 
money. They carried it tied in a corner 
of cloth or in the belt around their waist 
but even safer yet, they put it in their 
mouth. At the seven doors of the church 
seminarians stood with a plate in their 
hands. The pennies fall. The plates be- 
come heavy, they are emptied and the 
pennies still fall as thousands give. “Of- 
fering for the Pope’ was the by-word of 
the day. 


Who would believe it? It took two days 


DAY, OCTOBER 21st By 


Fostering Missionary Vocations 
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In most places it is the chief means of 
getting in contact with the people and of 
gaining their confidence. If we are un- 
able to help the sick, they will go to our 
neighbors, the Protestants. 


MOTHER JOHN-FISHER, W.S. 


* * * 


Kati, Sudan 


Sister M. Antoinette, a Native Sister of 
the ‘Sudanese Daughters of Mary” from 
West Africa, wrote to Reverend Mother 
General of the White Sisters: 


We are now three Professed Sisters, 
five Novices, two Postulants and four Can- 
didates, many others are asking for ad- 
mission. When we shall have entered 
our new convent at Kati, will you please 
send more Sisters, dear Reverend Mother? 
His Excellency, our Most Reverend Bishop, 
has said we shall go to Kati for Christmas. 
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How The Days Passed by Sister M. Irena, W.S. 


(Continued from July-August) 


T is quite 
confusing 
having to 
deal with 
“escudos” in- 
stead of 
dimes and 
quarters, and 
we would be 
somewhat 
lost without 
our  Portu- 
guese sisters, 
who intrigue 
us with their 
native speech, going a mile a minute. 
Sister tells me that from 1910 to 1934 the 
sisters were not able to appear on the 
street in religious garb, she herself hav- 
ing had many times to do errands in 
town, dressed in secular clothes. Since 
Salazar’s appointment, things have 
changed little by little and it is only a 
few years back that they have begun to 
go about publicly in religious habit. Too, 
I notice that many people stare at us, as 
there are as yet but few religious seen 
on the street. There are still some who 
are antagonistic towards priests and nuns, 
and many people, having grown unac- 
customed to seeing religious, display a 
cold indifference, brushing past us 
brusquely on the street letting us stand 
conspicuously in trolley-cars, etc. . . 
quite a difference from the respectful 
courtesy in our Catholic districts back 
home. 


There are nevertheless many good 
people in Lisbon, some of whom lead 
really austere lives. Everyone attributes 
the sparing of Portugal from war to Our 
Lady of Fatima, to whom the people have 
a great devotion. Seems that at the begin- 
ning of the war, the Germans came to the 
border of Portugal, stopped, and turned 
back. In her apparitions to the three 
children in 1917, Our Lady of Fatima 
promised that if Portugal and especially 
Lisbon would do penance, the country 
would be spared from war. A basilica 
is being built at Fatima, and the people 
throng the place by hundreds of thou- 
sands, at the time of pilgrimages in May 
and October. There are many miracu- 


’ sionary life. 


lous cures, and it is evident that Our 
Blessed Lady grants a special protection 
to this tiny republic, because of its former 
religious standards . . . and so are the 
people convinced. 


It is an invigorating climate . .. but 
mosquitoes: they are plentiful but then 
we are glad to have something to endure, 
else everything would be too pleasant, 
which is not compatible with true mis- 
These little pests are not so 
large as the Jersey mosquitoes, but harder 
to get rid of. They buzz around our heads 
all night and we are nicely bitten... 
and the roosters . . . they are unusual. 
Their morning calls begin in the middle 
of the night when it's still pitch black; all 
the roosters in Portugal are then aroused 
and we hear echoes from everywhere; 
our own cock in the court-yard below, not 
to be outdone, puts in his own. I never 
heard such unearthly yells; chills run up 
and down my spine... and just when 
the mosquitoes, nicely fed, decide to let 
us rest in peace, and we begin to doze 
off... . . So, between the mosquitoes and 
the roosters, we are given the golden 
opportunity of offering to Our Dear Lord 
many acts of patience and resignation, 
and we make up for the lost time by a 
long siesta in the afternoon . . . thus, all 
is well that ends well. 


July Ist: 


On our way out of the house, we pass 
the children, who each in turn grab at 
our hands to kiss our rings. We are a 
bit surprised but the Sisters tell us that 
with the children, it is a mark of respect 
they wish to extend to us . . . makes us 
almost feel like a Bishop. ... We visit 
the Franciscan Missionaries’ Provincial 
house in Lisbon, and are received by 
Mother Marie des Archanges, who has 
really been a Guardian Angel to us since 
our arrival, having herself met us at the 
boat, and conducted us on all our errands, 
being of help to us in so many ways. 
She has been in her native Portugal many 
years, and has many interesting things 
to tell. 

The Sisters are very enthusiastic about 
Our Lady of Fatima. Several years 
ago, an able sculptor made a statue of 
the Virgin of Fatima, it was a tremen- 
dous success. Before being enshrined 


at Fatima, it was brought in procession 
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throughout Portugal, and when it came 
to Lisbon, the whole city turned out to 
do homage to Mary. Many miracles 
were reported wrought by the passage 
of Our Blessed Lady in her glass case. 
In a village nearby, during one of these 
processions, a young man in the crowd 
had fire-crackers in his pockets (the cus- 
tom of fire-works being in vogue in Portu- 
gal at all important events). In the dens- 
ity of the crowd the firecrackers exploded 
and burned his clothing and part of his 
body so that his inside organs were laid 
bare. People gathered about him to as- 
sist him, but he, in his great love of Our 
Blessed Lady, brushed them all away, 
insistingly saying, “Pay no attention to 
me. . . . Our Lady is passing by. Never 
mind me... go quickly hail the Virgin 
who is passing . . . go salute Our Blessed 
Lady. After the passage of the Virgin 
of Fatima, when they returned to the spot 
where they had left him, they found the 
man completely cured, even his torn 
clothing made whole again. He stated 
he felt no longer any pain . . . a miracle 
worthy of the Mother of God, and show- 
ing how she rewards the confidence and 
love with which her children honor her, 
and how quickly she responds to true 
filial devotion. 

This sculptured figure of Our Lady, 
known as the official miraculous statue 
of the Virgin of Fatima, turned out un- 
usually well. The author has repeatedly 
tried to copy it and has as many times 
failed. He admits to being unable to 
make another like it. It is evident he 
must have been inspired . . . Fatima is 
about 3 hours’ drive from here. Were it 
not for the war-time traveling difficulties, 
the sisters would have conducted us to 
the Shrine. Of the three children who 
witnessed the apparition in 1917, only 
Lucia, to whom Our Lady spoke directly, 
is now alive, the other two children hav- 
ing departed for Heaven within a year of 
this extraordinary event. Lucia was 14 
years old at the time, and when still 
very young entered the Convent of the 
Sisters of St. Dorothea in Portugal. She 
has been transferred to a Convent in 
Spain, in order that she may be free from 
publicity, etc. She is totally ignorant of 
the conseqeunces of the apparition and 
of the world-renown of Fatima and is un- 
aware of the fact that a Basilica is being 
built there and of the numerous pilgrim- 
ages, this to enable her to lead a normal, 
peaceful religious life, according to the 
wisdom of her Superiors. 


The Sisters relate that unknown to her- 
self, Lucia possesses a miraculous virtue, 
due to her contact with Our Lady. After 
several refusals, a certain lady once again 
brought her crippled child to the convent 
where Lucia dwells, begging the Superior 
to let her see Lucia, saying that she could 
no longer bear to see the misery of her 
child who was in continuous suffering 
and completely helpless, and that she her- 
self no longer had the strength to cope 
with the child, stating further that she was 
confident that if Lucia could see her child, 
he would be cured. The Superior finally 
sent for Lucia, placed the child in her 
arms, and rather abruptly told her to take 
the infant into the garden and try to 
amuse it as the mother was exhausted, 
as the child cried incessantly. Lucia did 
as she was told, and when she arrived 
in the garden, the child slipped out of her 
arms and started running all over the 
place, and making such a noise that the 
poor little Sister, quite distracted, brought 
the child back to her Superior saying 
that the child was so active, she was 
unable to take care of him any longer 
and that it was impossible to keep him 
quiet. The little tot was returned to the 
happy mother, completely cured, Lucia, 
all the while blissfully ignorant of the 


whole thing. ( To be continued ) 
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RANSOMED PAGAN BABIES 
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PROVIDED BREAD FOR THE ORPHANS 
Mrs. C. Bartell 


SUPPORTED A LEPER 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Are Available at the White Sisters Convent 
YOUR HELP — HELPS THE MISSION 
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ON TO AFRICA 


(Concluded from page 34) 


erend Father McCoy, a White Father, is 
on board with us. 


May 25th 


Mother Adele-Joseph says to us smil- 
ingly, “It seems to you, young Sisters, 
that the longer you are on the ocean, the 
farther you are from home; but with me 
it is just the contrary. The longer I am 
on the water, the nearer home I am.” 

Here I am sitting in a corer, with 
two other Sisters, and enjoying an inter- 
esting Polish book, which I received from 
Reverend Father Walkowiak (St. Florian’s, 
Detroit), when someone rushes towards 
us repeating “a whale, a whale, quick, 
quick.” In fact we can see two whales 
and a porpoise frolicking together. 


May 26th 


Slowly the boat makes a turn... . ‘Tis 
quite unusual. Shortly after, officers fol- 
lowed by a crowd of passengers, gather 
in one end of the deck. As we approach 
the rail, we notice in the distance, some- 
thing as large as a lifesaving boat. 
When the floating case is taken on the 
deck and opened, it proves to be a United 
States Coast Guard Raft. 


May 27th 


How striking and how appropriate for 
us are the words of Our Lord in today’s 
Gospel, “Going, therefore, teach ye all 
nations, baptising them, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.” It is this very command 
that we ten little White Sisters are execut- 
ing! What a sublime mission is that of 
carrying the Light of Faith into the most 
distant and the most obscure ends of the 
globe! And what weak instruments the 
Lord chooses to do this great work of His! 


June 3rd 


From the two hundred and fifty passen- 
gers on board, scarcely thirty attended 
Mass this morning. The majority of the 
travellers are Protestants, of which about 
fifty are Ministers going to Africa, with 
their families; to balance one White Father 
and we ten White Sisters. . . . To the 
Catholics at home, let us pray for more 
missionary vocations and not only that; 
let us also add from time to time, a little 
sacrifice to our prayers, by this we will 


force God to grant us our request. And 
those of you who feel that the Lord is 
calling them to far-off Africa . . . defer it 
no longer. Do not hesitate to make the 
step. Now is the time. 

Thanks be to God, from the distance, 
beautiful mountains are beginning to ap- 
pear. A few more hours and we will be 
landing. . . . Many are reaching their 
destination, but as for us, it is only a 
step forward, it still is not our “Promised 
Land.” Last examination of papers takes 
place, and soon we set foot on the Portu- 
guese soil. Here a Franciscan Mission- 
ary of Mary Sister is waiting for us. We 
take a taxi and direct ourselves to the 
Convent, where we shall receive a most 
cordial hospitality while waiting for trans- 
portation for North Africa. 


June llth 
Seven of us leave for Casablanca today. 
June 20th 


Due to some mishap to the plane, the 
three of us still in Lisbon only leave today 
for Africa. Mr. Farge, the brother of Mrs. 


_ Meyer, a friend of ours from New York, 


awaits us impatiently. It is through him 
that we get all the news about the seven 
Sisters who preceded us. And can you 
imagine, we just missed our train. It 
left this morning at seven o'clock. This 
is an express which travels to Algiers 
in twenty-three hours—but only once a 
week! 


June 27th 
All aboard for Algiers. 


June 28th 


Morning is advancing. It's our twenty- 
eighth hour on the train. We must not 
be far from Algiers now. Soon we see a 
body of water, oh, it is the Mediterranean 
Sea. Yes, we are reaching our destina- 
tion safely. Deo gratias! Imagine to 
reach it, it was necessary to employ prac- 
tically all the means of locomotion in 
existence from the most primitive to the 
most recent. What joy! Finally we are 
in the land of our dreams! Yes, we really 
feel that we are missionaries and I don’t 
imagine there is a happier person in this 
vast universe than a foreign missionary. 
Perhaps, you find it strange, but you al- 
most have to be in our place, and ex- 
perience it yourself, before being able 
to understand it. So once again, Deo 


gratias, for all the graces the Good Lord 
deigned to bestow upon us, unworthy as 
we are. 


Baa " “ + c a bo OR ee we ee es mi \ ia zhi i l= 
Ce eee Ci a 

4 
Po | 
a _ 


PRAYER 


in CHOOSING a STATE of LIFE 


O my God, Thou Who art the God of wisdom and 
counsel, Thou Who readest in my heart the sincere will 
to please Thee alone, and to govern myself with regard 
to my choice of a state of life entirely in conformity with 
Thy most holy desire; grant me, by the intercession of 
the most Blessed Virgin, my Mother, and of my holy 
patrons, the grace to know what state I ought to choose. 
and when known to embrace it, so that in it I may be 
able to pursue and increase Thy glory, work out my sal- 
vation, and merit that heavenly reward which Thou hast 


promised to those who do Thy holy Will. Amen. 


WILL 
Our Legal Title Is 
THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don’t forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now 
nor later. Why not include this clause? 


“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 
in their African Missions, the sum Of .............0....c:cccssccsecsssesesessesteseeteseeneene: Dollars.” 
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By Caring a ‘She Body oe 
aDin She Soul lo 


The Holy Father's Mission Intention 
For OCTOBER — 


Christian Kindness to Converts from Mohammedanism. 


For NOVEMBER — 
Missionary Works among Educated Mohammedans. 
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